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1. 


Rebow  Chambers, 

Sir  Isaac’s  Halk, 
Colchester* 

20th  June,  1S41. 

hr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2314  dated  the 
26th  March,  1941,  requests  that  the  arrangements  for 
the  Annual  Report  for  1940  should  be  similar  to  that 
for  1939,  and  that  statistical  records  should  be  pre¬ 
served  for  use  after  the  Mar. 

In  these  circumstances  a  composite  Report  is  being 
prepared  for  my  three  Districts,  as  v*/as  the  case  last 
year, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant 

Y.H.  ALDERTON. 
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During  the  year  under  review  the  Districts  changed  their 
character  from  Reception  Areas  to  Neutral  Areas,  so  the  unaccom¬ 
panied  children  were  transferred  to*  other  Reception  Areas  about 
the  middle  of  the  3^ear.  They  had  settled  down  happily  during  their 
stay,  and  their  physical  well-being  was  noticeably  improved,  as 
evidenced  by  gains  in  weight  and  healthier  colour. 

Preparations  were  made  in  Lexden  &  1,Tinstree  for  dealing  with  a 
larger  number  of  children  in  the  Pick  Bay  at  ^akes  Colne,  and  a 
larger  Hostel  was  envisaged  at  Stanway,  so  that  children  could  be 
received  from  a  wider  area*  Wakes  Colne  Sick  Bay  was  actually  ready 
to  receive  an  increased  number,  but  at  Stanway  plans  had  not  pro¬ 
ceeded  further  than  requisitioning  the  premises  proposed  for  a 
larger  Hostel  and  dealing  with  the  drainage,  when  notice  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  children  in  the  area  were  to  be  transferred* 


Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

In  January  it  was  possible  to  begin  immunisation  of  the  children 
in  the  district  against  diphtheria.  Information  on  the  subject  had 
been  imparted  as  widely  as  possible  to  parents  in  all  three  Districts 
and  a  large  number  of  written  acceptances  had  been  received,  As  many 
children  as  possible  over  6  years  of  age  were  Schick  tested;  posi¬ 
tives  and  those  not  tested  were  given  two  doses  (0*2  and  0*5  c,c,)  of 
Alum  Precipitated  Toxin  at  an  interval  of  one  month  between  the 
doses.  All  protected  were  given  the  opportunity  of  being  retested  at 
the  end  of  six  months. 


The  following  figures  give 

the  position 

of  the 

campaign  at  the 

end  of  the  year:- 

Lexden  & 

We  st 

Wivenhoe 

Winstree . 

Fersea 

• 

1.  Number  of  children  Schick 
tested 

1,005 

105 

90 

2,  Positives 

788 

79 

45 

3,  Negatives 

217 

26 

45 

4.  Number  of  children  fully 
protected  without  being 
Schick  tested 

264 

13 

9 

5.  Total  receiving  full 
treatment 

1,008 

89 

44 

6.  No, 3  and  No, 5 

1,225 

115 

89 

7.  Number  of  children  under 
school  age  fully  protected 

114 

10 

3 

3  * 


In  addition  to  this  the  evacuated  children  were  given  the 
opportunity  of  being  protected.  At  the  time  of  their  departure 
358  had  been  dealt  with;  67  had  not  been  completely  protected. 
Particulars  of  all  children  were  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  their  home  districts. 

Immunisation  is  still  being  carried  out  at  regular  intervals, 
and  special  efforts  are  being  made  to  protect  those  under  school 
age.  The  present  doses  given  have  been  reduced  to  ,1  c.c.and 

.3  c  .c. 


Protection  of  Water  Supplies. 

A  circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  received  urging 
the  necessity  of  the  safeguarding  of  domestic  water  supplies  in 
the  Districts.  It  was  pointed  out  that  peace-time  standards  could 
no  longer  be  relied  upon,  as  enemy  action  could  cause  conditions 
which  did  not  apply  in  ordinary  times.  Chlorination  was  considered 
to  be  the  most  efficient  means  of  protection  and  the  Council 
directed  that  estimates  be  obtained  from  firms  supplying  the 
necessaiy  plant.  After  consultation  with  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tories  and  other  experts,  an  order  was  placed  with  a  firm  to 
provide  the  necessary  plant  at  the  six  pumping  stations  in  the 
three  Districts.  It  is  evident  that  many  other  authorities  have 
similarly  placed  orders,  as  considerable  delay  has  been  experienced 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  facilities  for  chlorination.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  difficulties  referred  to  will  be  overcome  in  the  near 
future.  In  the  meantime  a  close  watch  on  the  ourity  of  the  supplies 
is  being  maintained,  and  samples  taken  have  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 


Joint  Sanitary  Inspector, 


The 


demands 


Forces 


deprived  Wivenhoe 


of  man-power  for  the  Armed 
and  West  Mersea  of  their  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Their  replacement  was 
found  individually  to  be  impossible,  and  the  difficulty  was  over¬ 
come  by  combining  the  two  posts  for  the  duration  of  the  War,  Mr.W.C. 
Morgan,  A. I I . St ,E. ,  F.I.S.E.,  A.R.P.S.,  IT.  R.  Safi.  I.,  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  ■'Vacancy,  He  is  resident  in  TlTest 
days  each  wb'ek  in  T'Tivenhoe,  The  arrangement 
f actorily . 


Mersea  and 
is • working 


spends 

satis- 


two 


Casualty 


Se rvices. 


The  Casualty  Services  in  the  three  Districts  have  had  very- 
little  to  do  during  the  year.  Their  efficiency  and  keenness  is  be¬ 
ing  maintained  by  continuation  of  training  and  practices,  and  a 
high  standard  of  efficiency  is  being,  achieved.  The  few  incidents 
with  which  they  have  had  to  deal  keep  before  them  the  possibility 
of  their  being  required  to  function  on  a  larger  scale  than  hitherto. 


T  • 
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Sewage  Disposal . 

Work  on  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Dedham  was  completed,  This 
plant  was  extended  to  deal  with  the  increased  population  and  also  the 
added  waste  water  due- to  the  provision  of  a  main  water  supply  by  the 
Tendring  Hundred  Waterworks  Company  to  certain  properties  in  the 
district . 

The  East  Donyland  sewage  scheme,  which  should  have  teen  completed 
in  March,  shows  little  progress.  Work  on  the  scheme  has  been  greatly 
slowed  down  owing  to  difficulties  the  Contractor  is  experiencing,  and 
also  to  the  War.  Extra  cost  of  materials  through  the  work  being  pro¬ 
tracted  will  throw  an  extra  burden  on  the  District.  This  is  one  of 
the  legacies  of  accepting  the  lowest  tender. 

In  addition,  a  serious  problem  from  the  Public  Health  point  of 
view  ma2/  arise,  when  the  present  contract  for  emptying  cesspools  and 
pail  closets  expires;  and  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  the  present 
Contractor  will  continue  the  work  after  next  September.  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  anyone  else  will  undertake  the  work,  so  that  a 
dangerous  nuisance  may  arise. 


Infectious  Disease. 


Minor  infectious  disease  was  on  a  small  scale  in  the  three 
Districts,  with  the  exception  of  169  cases  of  German  Measles  which 
were  brought  to  notice  in  Lexden  &  Winstree.  In  addition  to  these,  a 
few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps  were  reported. 

In  February,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  added  to  the  list 
of  notifiable  diseases,  but  only  in  Lexden  &  T'Tinstree  were  there  any 
number  of  cases.  The  following  table  gives  an  idea  of  the  prevalence 
in  the  three  Districts: - 

Lexden  & 

Winstree.  West  Mersea.  Wivenhoe. 


Scarlet  Fever 

90 

3 

3 

Measles 

50 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

24 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

0 

2 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

8 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

0 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Only  a  very  small  proportion  of 

these 

cases  occurred 

amongst 

evacuees.  All  cases,  about  60  per  cent,  which  it  was  desired  to  send 
to  hospital,  were  accommodated  without  question. 
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Tuberculosis  cases  occurring  in  the  Districts  werej- 

Lexden  & 

^rinstree  t  West  Fersea.  'Wlvenhoe . 

• 

Pulmonary  17  4  4 

Non-Pulmonary  91  3 

Deaths  60  1 

Information  regarding  men  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  due 
for  registration  for  the  Armed  Forces,  has  from  time  to  time  been 
supplied  to  the  responsible  authority. 


